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As we haue therefore opportunitie, let vs doe _ to all 
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| Should much forger 
. my ſelfe, if ( whilſt I 
| prefle others to: Go0d- 
| nefſe & Mercy) I ſhould 


orget yours ro my 


_ 
P 


=7 you haue done good, 
(tothe houſe of God ) not onely in out- 
ward buildings and ornaments, bur in ſer- 


ling a Preacher, where beforc was none, Y-Lily. 


and ſuch a one as cannot eaſily be equalled 
in cminency of gifts: There alſo, you haue 
EZ excrciſed 


|. natiue Country;there £<=7dwin 


exerciſed (Mercy) in building ſuch an Almeſ(- 
houſe, as that, I know not what maybe 
added thereto, vnleſſe hereafter, you ſhall 
{ge caule to fer over the blind and lame, and 
deafe ( who arc leſſe able to repaire to, and 
profit by the, publique Miniſftery ) amore 
private Teacherand Catechilt. Sir,l raanke 
God, | could neyer yer the Art of flattery, 
neither will your Wiſedome ( if I know 
you) brooke the trade. It ſufficeth, that I 
haucinaline or two recommended to o- 
thers practiſe your example;and conveyed 
tro Poſtcritie, my thankfulnefle, with your 
bountie. . If God make me able, I ſhall 
(haply)doc it hereafter in a berter manner ; 
In the meane, I beſcech you to accept my 
preſent thankes wrapt vp in a dead Let- 
rer, and ſicke Epiſtle, and ſtill continue to 
louc his Country, who ſtill reſts 


Kawell in Oxon: ſhire, 
Iuly 9. 16022. 


Your W orxSHIPS inall 
 thankefulnes and dwtie 


Ros:nar Hannis,” 


- 1, Adotic, Theykfulnes , deſcribed from its common nature, 


Conte $10n. 
feſs C1, In his ſimple being, Jehoyabyverl. 2, 
| 1. Sim 
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| LC 1. Gract- 
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| 1. Power 18 

= | x. Grear- \) his.verl. 2. 

" 2. Arguments, neſſe. 

_ from the ob- 2, Pominicn 
jeRt of our is his. v. 3. 
prayſes, God, 

. ho " 1, Ingenerall, they areall wonderfull. yerl. 4- 
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| * Yuch #8 con- & Creation in the 
4% Hagen=—omory | cerne the parts thereof, 
dclivered whole world. verſ, 5. 6.7. 
Prefervation & 
mk government, . 
2, Inſpe- yer{l. ®. g. 
ciall. 
a. Such - 1. In herfirſt Planta- 
b con- tion. yerl. 10—2 3. 
cernethe ) 2. Inher C Private, 
Church, Nſerled e- | v. 23. 24+ 
ſtate, her \ P: ſerine. 
bl. ſfhngs < Farthly. 
verl. 25. 
| Spirituall. 
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$ To the Chriſtian Reader, 


ENnTLy Rnivun; 


V, nderſtand , that I was 
then Summoned to the 
| (roſſe, when Iwas not in 
caſe, either to Studie or to 
ſpeake;the former ſtraight, 

( when T could not be ex- 
cuſed ) forced me to a familiar and eafie Text, the 
later to a briefe and ſhort kind of ſpeech, which car. 
ried with it an appearance of that, which Tever ſhund, 

Aﬀectation and Obſcuritie. It may bee, thine 
Eye Will conceive mee better then thine Eare , and 
therefore T yeelde to importunity, and preſent my ſelfe 
to thy view, entreating 2.things of thee, 1. Charity, 

2. Conſcience, Charity towards the Printer, in caſe 
Jome faults( in my abſence ) eſcape him : 10bards me, 

in caſe ſo frequent quotations offend thee: my now pra- 
Ehife agrees with my ancient Tudgement ; at home, my 
people neither vnderſtand nor deſire tongues, and hu- 
mane Authorities, and therefore 1 am ſparing, on the 
other ſ1:le, when 1 fall vpon an Auditorie that conceines 


and receives both, I vſe both, as T ſee my advantage. 


All; is thine if thau canſt be content, and wilt add con- 
{cience: 
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ſcience( the ſecond thing) to charity. I grieues my 
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Joule to ſee the guiſe of many hearers; they deſare novel- 
ties : When they haue heard,they indge the man and his 
metho.l,andthen ſit downe, ſel: {ome prattiſine what is 
preached. Reader be not ſuch an heaver, leſt thou cofen 
thy ſelfe lames 1. 2 2. thow here ſeeſt, that if thou be 
of God, and Geds goodneſſe, and ſpecial mercy ſhall be. 
thine, then muſt be good, and do good, be mercifull and 
hew mercie, the times require this, the Lord expefts, 
this,our vnthankfulnes and vnfruitfulnes hath welms/ 
pndone vs, if wee, Who have more peace im the State, 
more preaching im the Church , then any other kn:wne 
Nation vader Heauen,be not more fruitful and abotn 
dant in goodnes,then other people, our light wilbe turnd 
into darkn?s,our Sunne mto blood:What ſhall l ſay ? or 
to whom ſhall T turne my ſelfe*we cal til we are hoarſe, 
we ſpeake till we fpit forth our lungs, yet will nt the 
Sonnes of Men heare vs, they wil not heave, 1{ay(with 
teares )they Wall not heare,ave can doe no 200d: O Lord 
perſiwade Taphert for we cannot, and be mercifull to 
this barren ( ountrey : Reader Ileaue thee, adding to 
the Martyrs,pray, pray, pray, worke, worke, worke. 


Thine in the Lord, 


Ro. Harris, 
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Plalme 126. verſe 1 
Praiſe ye the Lord, becauſe ife he is 8 ip : for bis mer=— 
cie endureth for ever Cc. 


1 Ei: Pſalme clceresir ſelfe, 
and thereforea T itle nee= 
Geu nct, it anſwers all oc- 

 calions; and thercfore the 
Arguments are general], 
it was {ung by courle, and 
therefore the burthen is 
ſtil the ſame:Tnitwe haue 
a Dutic preſſed, and Ar-. 

guments preihing: the Duric is thanketulneſle, de- 
livered from 1ts common nature 5 CoxfeſS;ox : (our 
raiſes are but acknowledgments of Gods excellen- 
cics.) The Arguments arc drawne from the Obiedt 

of onr pray les 0d, conlidered firſt in himſclte; Sc- 
condly, in his workes: in him(elfe confidered, he is. 
apptchendcd by afirft and ſecond Att otour vnder- 
B ſtanding z 
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G:ds Geoaneſſe. 
ſtanding;Firſt,in his moſt ſimple being (confeſſe ro 
Jehovah. ) Secondly, in his ſecond being, (to ſpeake 
as wee conceiue things) in his propcrttes. Theſe 
mentioncd are,firſt, Gratzonſneſſe ; Secondly, Great- 
neſ/e; tor the firſt, he ts ficſt imply (Good) and then 
inareſpet ( Mercifall, ) tor the ſecond, his is Pow- 
cr, he is { Gods of Gods) Gods in the plurall , be- 
cauſe al powcrs are his, (God of Gods)in an hcbrew 
ſuperlative, becauſe he is far aboue all Gods,whe- 
ther ſo reputed or depured; thar great, that firong 
God,as Moſes expounds the phraſe. Dext.10.7.next, 
Kingdome 1s his: Hee is (Lords of Lords) in the 


ſame ſence, that is the Monarch and Emperour, 


of Princes and States; nowe if power be his, and 
Kingdome his, Glory is his alſo, therefore y \ \ R 
cont ir, ſayth the Pſalmiſt : this 1s the firſt Ar- 
gument from Gods bleſſed (elfe, the ſecond, from 
his workes, we leauc for haſt, &c. 

Of the Ation (Corfeſſe,) the ObieR ( 1ehovah) 
ſome thing at home.Goodneſſe & Mercie,offer them- 
ſeJues next ; and firſt, Goodneſſe as the more gene- 
rall. 

God ts good. This point is plaine, a principle not 
needing proofe; there be (ſayth natyre in the Phi» 


744uncyy- loſopher ) ſome confeflcd goods, of theſe, God is 


eve. Arilt. the chcife, nay all theſe in one, like an abſolute 
P__ 1.c.R pearle,that containes all beamtics in it ſelfe,no Mar- 
On". Ccion willdenie goodneſſe, where he yeelds a God- 
head, wec haue therefore ſayd cnough for proofe, 
when we hane once ſayd what goodnes is, and how 
it is affirmed of God. 
I 


For the firlt, Goodpeſ/e 13 the perfcRion of things, 
tor 
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for which they are delircablc, perfetion imports 
frecdome trom all defeQs, and fulncs of all excel- 

lenctes, and is cheitely ſeene in the being, working, 

cnd of things; that which hach the nobleſt being, 

and theretore cnde, and rherefore operations, 1s 

evcr bcſt and muſt deſireable :Delire is the reaching 

of the Soulc aftcrihat that likes vs, becaule it is like 

vs : Now the All-ſuftcient God is his owne Being, 

his owne Ad, or ralein AGtion, yea he is the Author Fawm onnis 
ofall good, andendc, & delire(1n naturall reſpcets) wget was 
and therefore the perfefion of all, and ail perfec- 
tion and goodneſle. 

For the ſecond, God is, firſt, e//etally good, pood Þ 
without goodneſſe,((aith Auſfiin).Creaturcs be good, 
bur not goodneſle; their nature is good, bur good- 
neſle is not their nature, but the nature and (ub- 
tance of God ( fayth the Chriſtian Phyloſopher ) 
is goodneſſc, nature and goodnelle diftcr not in 
him, butonely inareſpett. | 

Secondly, cauſally g20d ; not as the forme of par- : 
ticular goods, butas the worker of all; the ende, goſh 
that terminatcs and pcrfedts all. 

T hirdly, (which followes vpon the former) e- 
mincntly good : firſt, in Order, Nature, Worth ; and 
laſtly, originally,and abſolutely the onely good. 

This Dodrine cals more for prattiſe then proofe, 
becauſe as in nature, ſo here, the {weeteſt things are 
moſt abuſed, and bcing abuſed, proue moſt dange- 

rous. God is good, let vs putitto a good vic; hirft, 1 
for Hzwbling, (ec what we were once, good : for of 
goodnes,can come nothing but gaodnes;{ccondly 
What we are now by nature, bad ; for fiſt, we are 
B 2 {unke 
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ſunkeas farre from God as Hell is from hcaven hee 
is hzly, we profane, he wiſe, we fooliſh, he 7rue, wee 
falie,he good,we naught.Secondly from this diſpro- 
portion growes haircd of Gods holincſle, in his 
word, worthip,peoplc,preſcnce, every way. T hird- 
ly,from this hatred {prings louc to his Enemies,the 
World, Fleſh. Satan. Fourthly from this Joue a 
liftining to whatfA.{þ ſhal propound, and Satan ſug- 
gcſt,and thence a capacinie and polhbilitie of being 
monſtrous ia life, and blaſphemous to the death. 
Oh whata pecce of ground is mans hcart nowe 
become whicrein no [piritualnes thrives, vnlcile 
Power it (e]fe plant itwherin, Prede, Murther,!#hore- 
dome, Sodomy, Blaſphemir, Atheiſme, eyther doth or 
ſoone may {cede ? this curſed nature, this renders vs 
as odious, as goodnes doth amiabie, and this muſt 
be ſeenc, if ever we will be ſaved, Now the glaile 
thar deres badnes is Gods goognetic, by his na- 
ture and workcs we {ce ours, as by the ſunne wee 
{ce mores, and filth by light ; but God is alight too 
ſtrong for our ſence; True, thocefore we muſt with 


is, him( inthe ſtory )looke for the Sunne in the Weſt, 


not in thcEaft: beho'd the Lord, as he ts rcfl-&ted 
and refra&cd, firſt inthe gJaſſe of his creatures, and 
his workes, Secondly,in the face of his dearcſt Son, 
fo wec ſhall (ce ( at one view) vnſpeakeable beau- 
tie, and deformitic; tht in God, this in vs: fo way 
and overture will be made for that firſt, ſecond, 


| Aus, F332 Andrhird of Chriſtianitie, truc humilitic : ſo Gods 
g: Epiſt. 


go>dnciſc will be admired ; mans wickednes ab- 
horrcd all the crrours of the times, and incongrut- 
tics of ation will be ſoone reſolved into-rheir firſt 
: princt- 
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Gods Goodneſſe. 5- 
principle, eftrangement from , and diſtruſt in this 
goodnes of God. | | 

Secondly, ſce what we ſhould be, good, goodnes 
is even admirable, and therefore ( layth the Philo- Plue, 
ſopher ) 1mitable. Now the 119. P/al. ver/.68.tels 
vs, that Gods good, and doth good,and he ts our 
Coppy andrulc. x 

Firſt therefore wee muſt bec good, and then doe. 
good. firſt che ſap muſt be go0d,and then the fruit; 
tor as things be, ſo they worke; the cffuſton of the 
ſap (the firit a&t of our converſion ) 1s Gods a&,our 
will prevents it not, but followes it. The ſecond a&t 
(of tructifying)is ours, vnder God : for when God 
huh tuned and doth touch vs, we doe moue, and 
whileſt the ſpirit imbreathes vs,we turneabour like 
the Mil] : in neither wce muſt bee wanting to our 
ſelues,but concurrean this as agents,in that as pati- 
ents, andas ourliberty ( in cxternall aRs) is ſtill gx0ad extern; 
ſome, ſo muſt our endevours be anſwerable.' Firſt, as 
we muft haue thopaticnce to heare.(what ſoevcr Church = 
wanton wits may talke of the wills virginitie or 0- heare, &c. 
ther exemptions of the higher faculties) that in, 
our fl-ſh dwels no ſpirituall goodnes, all our good- 7 
neſſe dwels our of our (clues in Chriſt. 

Secondly,thar it is Gods owne hand, that {lends 
vs from the firſt, and ſets vs in the ſecond Adam. 

And thirdly that he doth this by his owne mcanes, 
& therfore we muſt tender our (elues to his meanes, 
waiting till hee ( who ſpeakes in working, and 
workes in ſpeaking ) ſhall plcaſe to ſpeake lifc into 
the Soule, by the care. Elay $5.3. 
Thus arewe made trees, being ſuch, wee muſt | 2, 
B 3 in 
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G ods Goodneſſe. 
in the ſecond place, beare : and heere lies our 
buſines, our crrand hither,is not to pleaſe or preach 
man, bur to call for fruite Mar. 21. 34. you are trecs 
in Gods vineyard, well planted, fenced, huſbanded, 
what is your fruite? your Land is good, your Law 
is good , your Cittie good, yourSermons good, 
whar be you? Is your truite none ? Hcare our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, every Tree, every Man, Houle, Citty, 
Nation, that bcares not fruite, is for tho fire : Is 
your fruite bad ? Hecare againe, a good Tree can 
not bring foorch bad fruite, and the ground thar 
brings forth briers after ſhowers muſt be burnt. Zeb. 
6.8. You hauereccived the raine of Heaven, and 
muſt be as the raine and dewe, AX7c.5.7.els the curſe 
is neare. Is your goodneſle onely Morall ? heare 
your Saviour, Every branch that beares not fruitein 


me, he takes away. 1oh.15.2. Your workes muft be 


the workes of God, wrought from God,for God,in 
God, according to God, elſe they are but ſhining 
ſins. Is your goodnes ſpirituall ? hcarc againe,vn- 
teſſe a man abide in me he is caſt our, caſt into the 
fire and burnt, 7ohx 15.6. Bchold, if an other ſhould 
crie fire, fre, fire, thus in your ſtreetes, you woulde 
be all awakened ; our bleſſed Saviour cries fire, if 
your fruice be none, fire, it bad, fire, if not ſpirituall, 
fire, if not laſting. 

Oh beafraid of this conſuming fire, and as you 
heare the words, ſo doe the workes of God. Reli- 
gion, (we muft know) is nota name, goodneſle a 
word, it is aftiue like fire, ommunicatine like light, 
as the life of things ſtands in goodnes, lo the life 
of goodneſſc in ation. The cheifcſt goods are 
moſt 
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Gods Goodreſſe. 7 
moſt aQine, the bcft good a mecre AR, & the more 
good wedce, the more god-like and excellent wee 
bee ; what is the excellency of meates ? goodnes, 
whart of wines ?gocodnes, what of gtounds ? good- 
nes, what of all?goodnes : what is mans comtort in 
life? whatin dearh? whar after ? whatever? goodnes. 
This is the man , the wholeman, no crowne to Eccle. 12. 
this in life,no comtortto this in death,no tombe to 
this after death, no gaineto this in the day of ac- 
counts, Well done good ſervant, enter into thy 
maſters joy. Glory, and honour, and peace, is to e-q,,, , 
very workcr of goodnes, whether Iewor Gentile, ſy: 
bond or free, rich or poore, wiſe or fimple, weake 
or ſtrong ; if a worker of righteouſnefle, hee is ac- 
ceprted, aflifted, rewarded, therefore worke. 

Now as you muſt be ag to, andrich in every Tie. 2. 2 
good worke, ſo chcifely in the beſt, for kinde or 
yſe, that is, good ſpirituall, and common, forthe 
firſt, as ſpiriruall gifts, ſo as are moſt deſircable. 
Man never lines till the life of God live in him, and 
all that he doth be eicher a ſpirituall a&,or(aclcaſt) 
ſpiritually aQecd, holineſſe muſt be written ( Zacha- Zach. 34. 
rietels vs) vpon our bridles, when we warre; ypon 
our cups, when we drinke : In ſhort,the kingdome 
of God, muſt firſt bee ſorght and ſet vpp in vs and 
ours ; and,what we may, advanced among others, 
in the meanes of it and maintenance for ir. And 
heere the rich may toyne in one both theſe goods 
(ſpiritoall and common)ſome Churches( you ſec) 
want men, ſome men Churches and meanes, I 
bluſh, I bleede to ſpeake it, able men arercady to 
hire out themſclues for bread , and excellent wits 
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hang the head, for want of watering, gaſping like 
hihes out of the water,being out of all,both meanes . 
and hopes; if there be any true blood yer running 
In your vcines, you that can feede Birds and Dogs, 
ſtarue not Grace and Learning. Children might be 
Schollers, Schollers Preachers,Preachers Saviours, 
and that of Thouſands did nor dogs cate the Chil- 
drens bread. F 

. Secondiy, you muſt aymeatthe common good, 
for thar is tiill the greateſt good; and heere rwo 
rules, firſt, if you will be for the publike, you muſt 
be good in private : beare your owne fruite, worke 
in your owne hines, man your owne oares, and- 
make, good your owne ſtanding. Happy ts that 
body, wherein the eye ſees, the carc hcares, the li-. 
verſanguifies &c. Happy that houſe, wherein the 
Maſter rules, the man runs, the head l-ages, and 
the body follows; Happie that State, whergin the! 
Cobler meddles with his laſt, the Tradeſman with 


| his ſhop, the Student with his booke, tie Counſel- 


ler with Srate,thePrince with rhe Scepter,and cach 
Creature linesjn-his owne Element; bur woe be 
ro the Heathens armic,when all wil be Captaines, 
and none Souldiers, woe to that body thar will be 
all head z members miſplaced are neither for vie 
nor caſe. | 6 4 tt ES | | 
Secondly, we muſt ſhoore at the common white, 
chat is, though you bee private in your ſtandings, 
yer you muſt be publike in your afteRtions, and 1n- 
tendements. E905; I 
Forthe firſt; as King Richardbeſtoied himſcite 
diverſly, at his death, ſo muſt wee in life ; Boherma 
claimes 


Gods Goodneſſe. 
clatmes a partin ourloue, the Palatinate a part, the 
Churches abro1d,oxr Brethren at home, a part : at 
home, in lelling wemuſt be buyers, in lending bor- 
rowers, 1a vilicing patients, in comforting mour- 
ncrs; abroad, we muſt in our owne peace conſider 
rheir warres,feele rhem panting, (ce them bleeding, 
heare them ſcriching ; 0 hxsband, O wife, O wy child, 
my child,0 mother gnother other, my father is ſlatne,ny 
brother is torne, mylegge is off my guts be out, halfe 


dead, halfe aline , worſe then either, becauſe neither. O 


that wee had hzartes tobleede over them, and to 
pray tor the peace of [eruſalem. 

Forthe ſecond , our thoughts muſt all meere in 
the common good, like ſo many lines ina Center, 
ſtrcamesin the Sea; Chrift _ pleaſed not himſclfe 
ſayth Saint Paal, heedyed for vs, layth Saint Tohn, 
therefore wee mult for our brethren ; one mem- 
ber will die for all, onc heathen for manie if we 
muſt dic for the common good, muſt wee not liue 


toi? Tfall muſt, muſt not the more publike per- 


ſon? Yes you Lawycrs ( to Iriſtance) muſt be com- 
mon blefhngs, and nor ſceke your owne, you muſt 


(with Papinian) reiet bad cauſes,and ripen good, 


there goes but a paire of Sheares beveen a protrac> 
ting Lawyer and cheating Mountebanke , thar 
ſets his Client backward and foreward like a man 
at Cheſle, and proues a butcher to the (illic ſheepe, 
which ran to him from the Gralier. 
You Land-lords muſt be common too, if with 


tharDuke you will rruft your Tennants with your y;p honms. 
throat, you muſt nor hurt theirs, you arc heads of 
Townes, the head ſhould care forthe leaſt toe, en- 

| C cloſure 
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Gods Goodneſſe. 


cloſure,if it wound northe heart, yet treads it hea- 
vie on the tocs ofa State; force not men by wrac- 
king rents, by ovcr laying Commons, and picking 
quarrels to vadoe themle}ues, betray not Townes 
as Rome did Carthage with adiſtinition, wee will 
ſave the Citric, but deſtroy rhe Towne: a poore 
man in his houle is like a Snayle in his ſhell, cruth 


thar, and you kill him, ſay therefore with thy 


{elte;, my Tennant is a man, nora bcaſt, were he a 
beaſt, yet arig htcons man 1s merci{ull to his beaſt, 
a breeding Bird muſt not haue her neſt dcitroyd, 
ayong kidd muſt not be ſod in his mothers mike, 
what will become of me and mine, if I dcftroy the 
neſt of brecding Chriſtians , and having chopt 
them to the por, {eethe old and yong 1n one ano- 

thers blood? | | 
You Patrozes muſt bee for the common good 
alſo, pretcrre many ſoules to one tenth, when you 
be ro choole a Shepheard ; letthe queſtion bethar 
of theirs in th: Goſpcll, whos worthyeand the deci- 
ſion, detur dinmort; when you preſent, preſentnor 
a Prometheus ſacrifice, skin and bone without fletb ; 
when you have prcſented, feare Zacharies curſe a- 
gainſt perjuric and ſacriledge, if perjorie dwell in 
the Parſonage, and robbery in the Mannor, the 
curſe of God will puil downe both. Laſtly, when 
you hanca Propher, bee you Patroxes, ftudie his 
peace, as he doth yours, whar Lawir may be, after 
vowes to enquire Idoc nor know, ſure lam , Sals- 
mon lay th, its deftruction, dcſtrution of ſome e- 
ſtates; of many ſoulcs; whilſt the nurſe wants bread 
the children want milke, ſo both cry andboth are 
| _ heard, 


Geds Goodneſſe. , 


heard, and woe be to him that hath a crie of Soules 
againft him. 
Nobles, | know not whether they frequent this 
place or not, if ſo, I would entreatthem ro remem- 
ber, what che Story ſayth of ſome men, that rhey 
are Mcdicinable from 'top.to toe, and (uch ſhould Plini.28.c.3; . * 
they be.Firſt, they ſhould heale themſclues, becauſe 
their actions are all exemplary ; rhen their families, 
by eſtablithing Neb#chadnrezzars order, that no man Dan. x. 29; 
{peake ( much lefle doe.) any thing amiſle againſt 
the God ot Heaven ; thirdly, the oppreſſed and 
wounded; they ſhould reſcue the poore, as did no- 
ble 1ob ; plead for them, ride for them, (peake to 


Maieſtic it ſelfe for them, where povertie hath nbt 


acceſle. .So ſhall. they be common blethngs, and 96. cane 
prevent the cenſure of tormer Ages. ; 

We cloſe this Vie wich Adagr/trates and Tuſtices 
( 1tinerant, or others) ; Saint Paul tells them their Rom. 12: 
errand; it is the common good, and chalkes out #5 72 4y4- 
their way ; they muſt be errors and comforts: *** 
firſt, tcrrors tothe cvill, ejſe evill-docrs will be ater- 
ror to them, for {in is impudent and incroaching, 
as experience hath taught vs: bribery will be ſome- 
times bolder then mccerey, falſhcod then truth $4 


man that doth more then deliberate of Rebellion ' 


( which yeta Tacit#s could call Rebellion), he will 1ib,2.Hifor. 
embarke himſelfe in ations of State, embroyle 
Kingdomes, transferre,for his publique good,any ?: kj": g 
Crowne, ſpeake moſt baſcly of annointed Princes, PN o 
and yet ſuch a man as this will be, necre hand, 
heard as loud from the Barre, as Tuftice from the 
Bench ; a Gentleman-[wearer ,drunkardwhore-maſter, 


C3 ſ[tabber 
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Gods Gooaneſſe. 


ftabber, will ſoone our-ſtarea Tuſtice, an Alderman, 
anZ a Noble-mans mans man will fo amaze Juſtice 
(if ſhce take not the more heart) that ſhee is left 
{pecchlcſſe a long time after. O 10b, Phineas, Nehe= 
mh, ec. whats become of your ſpirit? You would 
driue linne and {inners intotheir holes ; now they 
dare the light, and ſtare Iuilice in the face, as if 
they would out-iace her: ariſc (yelivirng Images of 
| God) cloth your (cjucs with zeale as with acloake, 
put on Tuſtice as a garment, vndcrftand;that there is 
aKing in //raell, a. God in heaven ; and make ſin 
vnderltand, that you haue zeale in your hearts, and 
a {word in your hands. | 
Sccondly, You muſt be incouragers of goodnes,; 
goodneſle (I ſay ) both ſpirituall and moral], reli- 
gion, and righteouſneile ; for Religion, where is 
zeale comely, if not there? when, if not now, when. 
falſe zcale blazcth, and truc cooles ? View a zealous 
Papiſt (tm that name and reſpe&, better then a 
meere Newter) and he dares tell vs to our heads, 
that oor Religion is crrour, our ſelacs herctickes, 
our end deſtruction ; that one Heaven cannot hold: 
- vs hereafter, 6nc Church now, that living and dy- 
Cam. c4. 10. . Ing Lutherans, we ſhall be certainely damned ; it we 


Barcl.Parzn. b<- not, he wili be damned for vs : Now if our Faith 
Briſt. Mot. 36 


Cofter read and vpon better pillars then his, why ſhou'd nor- 


Ryf: Luc. Oli- we be as relolnte and coniident as he? View againe 


ank&c the Atheill,and he flieth ypon Religion, as a Bird. 


vponthe Candle; hediſgraccs 1t, and will not you 
then gracc it ? Heſmites ir, and will not you detend 
tr? Yes, Religion calls in your ſword to her (uc- 
cour, chicfely when ſhe is oppoſed in her Prophets, 
| they 
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Gods Gooaneſſe. 2 
they are the men of ſorrowes; they find the, #iſto. Roi Pocabule 
rian true, that we haue loſt the names ( I may adde fr ag a 
the nature) of things : Darkeneſſe is called light Jight 
aarkeneſje;, the Shepheard is hunted, and the Foxe 
hunts him : Many a mancryes out of blaſphemic 
againſt God and the King, and the blaſphemie is 
bur this; Naboth will nor part with a peece of his 
Fleeſe ; mariy a fearcful]l Bill i8 framed againſt a 
Preacher, when the EnJitement ſhould run thus; 

Bonte vir, ſed ideo malus,quia Chriſtianus,avlcſt Chri- Terwll: Apot- 
ftinuncius. My Fathers, and revercnt 1udges, open 

your mouthes in the cauſe of the aflited;z remem- 

ber, that you owe your Hoods, Gownes, Lies, 

ſc]ues to the Goſpell ; did not our Minifiry awe 


- mens Conicicnces,nor you, nor the-world would . 


be one yeare clder;ſhould you ceaſe to countenance 


vs in ourrighteons cauſes, you ſhould betray. your 


right hand with theleft. | | 
' . Now as Religion brings the greateſt good, and. 


-thcrefore muſt be moſt reſpected ; ſo: 1uffice the 


next, and therefore muſt be carefully adnminiftred. 


' And here we ſhall not nced tomind you of the O- | 
ratogrs duff, or the Heathens note, How that, many Tac: t. 5. 
' more offend by ſeeking fayour, then: offendihgs it 4 

' ſhall ſuffice ro referre your wiſedomes ro two-Scrip- 


tures in 7b; the firft, is Chap, 15. ver{ 34. and its Chap.1y. 34. 

this ; Fire ſhall conſume the T abernacles of Bribery : if 

Bribery (how ever diſguiſed ) ger into'the -houle, 

whether by the maſter or miſireſfe, or ſonne, or (ex-. 

vant. God will fire it out, or' fire the houſe over ir. 

T he ſecond, is Chap. 73. verl. lo. He will ſurely re- Cha.s 3.10: 

prone you, if:you ſecretly ”—_ perſons, Carry it — : 
1 voy 0. 


Gods Goedneſſe. 
ſo ſmoorhly,yet it vnder-hand,yon preferre a Laick . 


to a Churchman, a Lord to a Plovgh-man, a kin(- \ 


manto a ftranger, a Courtierto a peaſant, and take 
away the righteouſneſſe of the innocent, God will 
certainely reproue you, chide, (mite, curſe you for 
it, and fo ſertir on, as no man [hall beableto take it 
off ; thar God that will nor ſuffer you to be parrtiall 
Cob 13. for the poorc, for himſclte,will nevcr brooke other 
warpings,and partialities : Oh,then looke vpward, 
pervie your Oth,deale cqually betweene party and 
party, plea and plea; and if you will nceds heare 
any 1n private, heare the poore man ſpeake, whoſe 
' counſel] dares not ſpeake ({omerimes} in publique; 
and if you will haſten any hence, haſten. htm who 
languiſherh, whilſt head and body ſtand a hundred 
mylesa-ſunder. And when you ride circuit, I be- 
ſcech you remember, that you ridecircuir,not poſt, 
take time to heare poore mens grievances. your 
ſelucs, teſtin a Reference, you leave the Hare in 
the Hunts-mans-hands, and the Commiſſioner 
deputed, vmpire the matter, as once they did at 
The Acdeares ggge,betweene Neighbours;the ground is neyther 
er Aricm,E&c. | TIS 1 Rs 
26 the Plaineifs nor Detendants, it 1s che Iudges. To 
wind'vpall, nor: you, nor weeof the Miniſtry (to 
Shodrtihmoreo ſay if the place ſuited) norany 
' Preſent, have done the good wee ſhould ; ler vs ſay 
for the time paſt, That we haue beene v1prefitable ſer- 
_ ants; and henceforward,reſolue with the Church, 
_ eco of old; Not to talke, but to line. Fe 4:1 
Yiimg - The mainediſpatcht, we would ſpeake the reft, 
- - __ Ifwecould, with onebrcarh.: Is God good 2? Then 
och ” love him ; for, Goodneſle is the obictt of loue : 
| now 
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now lone is a deſire of vnion, it vnites vs to God, 
by conforming and transtbrming vs, ſo thatthen 
our loue ſhall appcare to be truc, when our of a 
delire to be made one with God, wee contorme 
ro his ordinances, and be transformed into his 
1mage. 


Againe, is God good? then let him be iuftified, 


and every mouth ftopped ; we initance. 


Firſt, ſinnes are committed z Doe me make God As 2 U:y: and 


acaulc of 1t? Whar as much as man ? What more77:#!,and o- 
thers charge 
VS, 

mie ! O:impudencie / Did itever come into any of. 


then man ? What more then Sathan? O blaſphe- 


aur hearts {o to thinke ?No,no, we yeeld that (inne 
cannot.comportwith a glorified cſtare, much lefſe 
with glory' it felfs : Wee hold, that God being 
goodneſlc it (elfe, and All-ſufhciency , cannot 


| be acauſe, either morall orPhyſicall, of that which 
is (formally) nothing but deficiency ; and: ifour- 
owne words may hot be taken in our owne caule, 


= 


ler (ome conſult Svarmnz, and their owne ». Suar:O 
Schooles ; others their Arminias, and Yorſtius, >. S:1m:7 


and then tell vs, what wee {ay more then they, þ 
or they leſle then we ( for ſubſtance) about the v4. 


cauſe of {inne. | | 1&1 

Secondly, the world ( Chriftian.) is embroyled, 
yet God is good ; in this Confuſion he ſeerh order, 
and in this double- faced world, the fide to God- 


ward is beautifull, when that ro-vs-ward is defor- 


med. Fo 
Thirdly, Diſputes ariſe, touching Reprobatton, 
which trench farre vpon Gods rights ; ſay ſtill, he 1s 
good, all that he decrees and does is of himſelfe, 
and 


rt: Apol: 
ro eccl, Or- 


Gods Goodneſſe. 
and for himſelfe, and therefore beſt, becauſe from, 
and for the beſt. 

Laſtly, Diſcontents ariſe; ſay ſtill, God is good ; 
the times are hard, yet he is good; mcn are nought, 
yer he is good; we hauc our wants; yet he is good 
to vs, and where can we mend our ſelues ? Werewe 
in France, in Bohemia, in Polonia z nay, were we not 
Chriftians but Heathens, not men but beaſts, not 
beaſts, bur ghoſts in hell, were dutie to ſay, God is 


good ( for where power, juſtice, wiſedome are, 


Plat. of rang. 
of mind, 


Pſal.73,7. 
-Pfal. 34+ 


there goodneſſe is ) and if goodneſle mult be ac- 
knowlegged there, muſt it not in E-glazd, the face 
of Europe; in London, the eye of England? Behold, 
the Creatures refreſht with Gops goodaeſle tri- 
umph; the Fields laugh ; the Corne. ings; the 
Birds chirp; the Beaſts skip ; yea, (ſayth the Hea- 
then) we loye to hearc them ſing, not howle, not 
roare, not bellow ; and ſhall we (in rhe midft of 
their rejoycing) whine and cry ? Doubtleſſe,whar 
ever the times be, or our cſtates be, God is good; 
and goodnefle is excellent, and excellency chal- 
leggeth honour, therefore doc the Loop right. 
How ever it be ((ayth the Prophet) God is good to 
Iſraell, Let the 1ſraell of God taſte it, relith ir, 
confefle it, line in the ftrengrth of ir, die in 
the ſence of it, and ever continue 
in the feare of Goodneſle, 
as Hoſea ſpeakes, 
Cap.3-vit. 


Thus farre of Goodneſſe. 
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F; Ow followes the ſecond ; Aercie. Where, 
9 firlt, rhe thing : ſecondly, the adjundt. 
| For the firſt, though (1 > h) be ſom- 
what Gencrall, yct our Tranſlation is 


. juſtifi: d by our Saviour, Mazh. 9.13. who renders it 


( tac; ;) ſecondly, by our Prophet,who ſevers. it 
from goodneſle; this being a generall Mercie, 


that a particular Gooaveſſe, reſpeing miſery and 


want. 


For the ſecond, tis Everlaſting ; everlaſtingneſſe 


( or cternitie) is a perfe&t pollcfhion all at once of 


.an endlcfle lite (fayth Boeth: ) Everlaſting Aercy pe couple; 


then is perfe& Mercy, which ſhuts out all the im- 
perfe&ions of time, beginning,end, ſucceſhon,and 
{uch is Gods mercy. Firſt, his E//entiall mercy iggver- 
laſtingnes it (elfe; for it is himielfe, and God hath 
nor, bur is,things ; he1s beginning, end,being.and 
that which is of himſelfe, and ever himſfelfe,is cter- 
nitic it ſeife : ſecondly, his Relatizemerey {which re- 


ſpes vs, and makes impreſſion on vs)iseverlaſting 


roo, ina ſenſe ; for the Creatures, ever lince they 
had being in him orexiſtence in their naturall cau- 
ſes, did ever and ever weil nced Mcrcy, either pre- 
ſerving or conſerving. Mercy in the firſt ſenſe, is 
Negati«cl; endleſſe,thatis, vncapable of end,b:caule 
vnboundable for being : in the ſecond ſenſe, it is 

| Pri 
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Privatiuely endleſJe, it ſhall never aftually take end, 

though in ic ſclfe ic may, and ſome wayes is boun- 

ded ; the firit 15 included in the latter, bur the latter 

chictcly here entended ; and rherctore the Point 

Do, 2, Aariſesto bethis* Gods mercy (chiefly ro his Church) is 
au entleſſe Mercie, it knowes no end, recciues no 1n- 

Real ecrruption. Reaſons hereof from the Word are 
theſe, (foras touching reſtimony this Plalme ſhall 

EY be our ſecurtitic ) firſt, trom Gods natare ;, he is good. 
Mic, 7.18, Aercy pleaſes him. Firſt, it 15 no troubilc for him to 
exerciſe mercy : ſecondly, It is his delight; wee are 

_ never weary of receiving ,theretore he cannot be of 

giuing 3 for,as it is a more bleſſed thing ro giue 

then to receiue; ſo, God takes more content in 

2 That, then we in this. Secondly, from his vnchangea- 

ble word and covenant, thus ſayth the Lord,though the 
Mountaines ſhould rcmoue, &c : and though my 

Covenant with the Heavens ſhouid fayle, yer nor 

3. this. E/ay. Thirdly, From eur need; Every Creature 

Is compounded Oi perfeftion and imperfection: the 

'. firſt, is the ground, the ſecond is the Object of 
Mercie ; for the firft, that which moues ro mercie 

is propreetie, therefore we pitte man, becauſe he is 

Eſa. $8-7- our owneflcſh, therefore a Chriftian man, becauſe 
Heb. 12.2, We bcinthebodie. We pitricſtil] our owne, and 
Amatwstar- therefore God ſhewes mercie to vs, becauſe lie harh 
| £57542 000 an intcreſt in vs, and we be his owne, cither as crea- 
606 oa rures, or children, and (ſo concur with him 1n ſome 


degree of perfetion : tor the ſecond; the Obie of 


». Aqui:ſecws- Mercy, is not miſery, vnlefſce in (the Schoole-mans 
p_ ſence, that iz) a generall ſenſe, but defcAiuenefle; 
53 for whatſocver hath nortall things in, of,by it ſelfe, 
flands 
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ſtands ever at the mercy of another; and in theſe 
circumftances ſtands every Creature, he partly 1s 
and is nor, and therefore necdcs, and therefore re- 
cciucs mercy trom God, where he entends its per- 
petuitie, 


Now, is Gods mercy thus Exalc{je? then (to (ay Ys. 1. 


norhing of thoſe vncouth diſpuces, rouching that 
Apocryphall invocation of Saints, as Eccws ac- | 
knowledgeth it rouching exciſion and interciſion ; 
of grace, the precedency of ſome Creatures abouc 
Chriſt, in potnt of Mercy, and other the like mon- 
ſters of opinton and blaiphemic) Let vs learne of 
the Church, to dwell vpon the mercies of God; 
here a man may lIct out himſclfe without danger; 
God offers more mercie to our eycs then we can 
ſee; ro our thoughts, then we can concciue; and 


when we have aone all, hes aboue all prayſes: here- Neh.g, 


by our hearts will be wonne to God; power with- 
out mercy, amazes, wiledome confounds, juſtice 
aftrighes , but mercie ſeene in all (as in this P/alme) 
vnites and m-1ts, here is daily employmeat, for he 
lades vs daily with blefhngs, and his mercics are 
freſh every morning ; we provoke him,and he is patr- 
ent ; we pur him to1r, and he is clement ;we be emap- 
tie, and he is bouxtifull; we be miſcrable, and he is 
pitifall, good to our bodies, ſoules, eftares, names, 
friends, townes, Church, State, Court, Kingdome: 

Oh, ler theſe Mercies {oke into our hearts, till rhey 
draw forth teares, as they did from Bradford; Let 

the houſe of Levi ſay, his Mercie endures for ever ;, Let 

the houſe of Indah ſay, his Mercie encures for ever ; Let 

the fielas ſay, it is his mercy that we be not all (poy- 

D-3 led; 


\ 


a 


- NFS a 


a2 
— 


e 


4 Ce on 


X wad ? T * : RN lbs 
2 % +& 144 CA th we Ri LS EEE WA 1 b 
p . — tm einen - 6 5 OL TT A Eg A TIOTT 5 7 
, Ga mag _— rr — _ : — | | 
_ SA _ - 4 —_ - et SECT WOES 2 ON TI © * : Fi Y MoS 
v7 za © _—_ CS fade fs do's, RD 0 ad Bonk , Xf fg ; 
# TIES Fu.» - wm "2 " Hh 0 A EN Eg per ph 16 ' ; 
4 g 4 poecay a ay ; . 
_ a | | 
= . | d P__ ” ” j 
b | » _— wp id Ln 4 —__—— £ 's 2 ” + 
Y » 4 , ' / , 
< ®. ne - C S, ” / ; = A 4 
at l I __ T > - 
m_— ut cls NY _—_ : . , ſe , a : ao "IR = 
OS 4 ws - - T _ - 4" - 6 4 8 F | I 
. - —— 0 $- s |; 
- 
? 


led ; Let our Cities ſay, it is is mercy that we be 
not all burnt; Lerour Churches fay\it is his mercie 


_ that we be not all rafde, yea, ler this Land ( of all 


Lands) fay, itis his mercie that ſwgrd and fire and 
peſtilence, and&ther miſcries, doeMmot prey vpon 
mee, as vpon myYifter-Kin es;0 Lord, who is 
a God like to thee ? thusTo bcare, thus to-bleſſe ; had 
not thy Mzrcies excecdedall limits, our finnes cre 
th is had ſunke vs all. ; 

Is God ever mercifull ? Then the Argument is 
evcr good, Turneto the Lord ſay the Prophets, re- 
pent (ates the Apoſtle, this the vie, that Mercy muſt 
be pur to, the better God hath bin to vs, the more 
wee muſt bleede vndcr his reproofes ; 0 wy people 
ſaies G2J Mich. 6.3---6.&c.hec ſpake it once to 
Indah, now to England, O my people, what is the 
matter that I cannot winne you? Wherein hayel 
wronged your Names that you rteare mine? When 


did I gricue you that you grieve mee? when was. 


T hard to you, that you lo hardly affoord me one 
day in (cvcn ? Whatayles you , what ayles you, 
that you w1ll not be ruled by mc? IT would haue 
you leaue your {innes, you will not; T wonld have 
you holy, happy, you will not, Iwould have a 
Covcnaant of Salt betwixt vs, that I might never 
Jcaue-you , you will not z no words, no ſtroakes, no 
fights abroad, no Joue, no kindneſlc, no patience 
at home can melt you. 

O that yer, yer,yet we ofthis land would meete the 
I ord and make our peace with him, whileſt peace 
is in our gates. Now whatthe whole Land in gc- 
nerall, that this Chamber in perricular muſt doe, 


I 


Cods Mercie. 


I will {wppoſe your” Government, your ſelues pre= 
ſerit, to bee good, but whar ſhall wee ſay of many 
in the Citrty ? I muſt turne to Ezek. 22. and ſpeake 
that to our Jeruſalem, which the Prophct there 
doth to his London. 1n thee are they that make 1dols, 
is thee they ſhed blood, in thee they ſet lizht by Father and 


Mother , in thee they oppreſje, in thee they deſpiſe my 
. Holineſſe, and prophane my Sabbotbes, in thee they carry 


tales, they eate vppon the Mountaines , in thee the 
commit |horedome axd abhominable filthineſJe , in thee 
they take bribes and vſwury, inthee thy Rulers take di/- 
honeſt gaine, thy Prieſts hide their Eyes from my Sab- 
bothes, thy Prophets daube with untempered Morter, 
thy p-ople (generally) vexe, oppreſſe, rob, and wrong 
ene another; thus the Prophet then:now I report my 
{elfe to you, whether a Prophet may not ſtill rake 
vp his words againft this place, & ifſo, then heare 
what the Lord turther adds 7 /onght for a man among 
them that ſhould ftand in the gap for the Land. O vn- 
ſpeakcable Patience and Mercie, when they ſought 
not God, God ſought them, when the moſt were 
deſperate, hee ſought for ſome fewe to ſtand in the 
breach, and a few ſhould have ranſomed multi- 
tudes. Now then (Much honourcd and beloved) 
are there any men amidſt you ? any thatcan weepe 
for the Abhominarions of the place ? thar can pray, 
and wreſtle with heaven!Let theſe ſtand in the gap, 
Let theſe ſtand betweene the living and the dcad 
with their Cenſers, Let,them lie betwizt the Porch 
and the Altar, and ſay, 0 thou God of Mercies ſpare 
our Cittie, our houſes, our Churches,our ſtreetes, and 
bee Mercifull to our ſmnes, for they are great. 
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Gods Mercie. 
And whatTIfay to all, I (peake toevery ohie now 


- preſent, tu7#e: Ho thou that haſt beene aw /dola- 


ter, a Swearer, an Aaulterer, aiVanton, a Murtherer 
ec- Make this vie of Gods parience and kindenes 
to thee, to wit, Repert. 

O bur my linnes are many ? yea, but his mercies 
are more; O but they are great? his mercies are 
greater; O bur I am excccding bad ; how bad? as 
Manaſſes? he had mercie for im ; as Magdalen? he 
had mercie for her; as 4dam? he had mercie for 
him; o bur it is now too late,al his mercie is ſpent 


| No, his mercie endareth for ever. Beloved , the Lord 


hath (ſent this day the cheife of Sinncrs to pro- 
claime thus much in your carcs, that never yet a- 
ny periſhed for want of mercie in God ; be it that 
thy ſinnes be (innes of darkneſſe, linncs of death, 
of blood, of hell, yer if thou canit finde a heart to 
repent, God will finde in his heartto pardon, ſee 
thou rhy {innes,confeſle, bewaile, abhorre, forſake 
them, ſeeke thou the face of God, lie at his foote, 


Call, Crie, Lord be mercifull to me a ſinner : get his. 


Sonne, his Image, and new Obcdicnce, and thy 
caſe is bleſſed , nay if thou canſt not thus repent, 
yet thirſt, nay if chou canſtnorihirft, yet mourne, 
nay if thou canſt nor mourne, yet bee poore in [pi 
rit, and bcing ſo in truth, the blefling i5rhine,and 
the bleod of Teſus Chriſt ſhall cleanſe thee from all, all, 
( I ſay againe} all hy ſinncs. 

Is God ever mercifal ? then he ye mercifnl,as is your 
heavenly Father , nay hee doth nor onely practle 
mercie bur alſo commaunds it, nay commends ir, 
aay rewards it, nayzplagues the negleR of it, even 

| ro 
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to vtter deftrution; your Elder brother Chrift is 
alſo merciiull, and interprets every kindnefle done 
to his done to himlelte, beſides, Mercy graces Res 
ligton, glads the Church, fils hcr mouth with Gods 
prayles, ſtops the mouth ot all adverſaries, yea mer- 


' cy preſcrues the afflicted, and refretheth rhe bow- 


els; for Strangers, it winns vpon them in point 
of Religion , for thy ſclte, it comforts thy Soule 
as an evidence of thy truth, caſerh thy body, being 
alighcerburden thcn what clic wil oppreſle, (tierce- 
nes and cruclty) crownes thy name, being thar 


grace that exempts from per{ccation, and 1s moſt Cypr. dep : 


attratiue, improues thine eſtate, ſanifieth thy 
preſcnt portion tothy ſelfe, and ſertles the remain- 
der vpon thy poſteritie; armes rhee againſt ſick- 
neſle and death P/al.41.cc. againit oblivion in the 
graue, Ad#59.v. 39. againſt iudgement at the reſur- 
reftion, James 2.v.13. Mat. 25. fo thatit we eyther 
reſpe& our Father, God, or our Saviour, Chriſt,or 
our Mother the Church, or our brethren, Chriſti- 
ans, or our obſervers, Enemies, or our owne (elues 
and (oules, here or hereafter, wee muſt be merci- 
full. 

If you aske me, how this mercie muſt be exer- 
ciſcd? I muſt (in this haſt) referre Schollers to the 
Caſuiſts, and the reftof you to other Authors,for 
a fuller anſwerc, the ſumme is this : Mercie muſt 
hauc, firſt 4 good roote, Faith in God, Loue to God and 
24x : Secondly, 4 good exde, Gods glory, in mans 
good and our thankes, not merit, not fatisfaRion, 
not impetration, as they. Thirdly, a gozd rule, the 
word muſt order vs, both for per/oys and things.for 


perſons, 


& eleemoy. 
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perſons, wee muſt begin with God, and with the 
Macedonians giue our ſelues to him .2.Cor. 8.v.5.that 
done, wee muſt procecde to the Common State, 
then to thoſe next,thar crouch vs neareſt in the ſtron« 
geſts ties ; and ſo paſſe on till (like good ſtomacks) 
wee hauc dealt ſomething to the moſt removed 


members. For things,reſpe&t muſt bee had to the 


Soule firſt, then ro the Name, then to the bodie, 
then to the eſtare: Fourthly our Almes muſt be good 
for the matter of it, firſt, in it (clfe being wholeſome 
and our owne, ncxt for the recciver, being ſuted to 
his needs, (for the purpoſe )comfort, it tempted, 
Counſel], ifdiſtrated, ſuccour,ifoppreſied, clothes 
if naked, eyther worke or a whippe, if Idle. 

Would you knowe (in the third place) what 
mercy you muſt ihew 21 anſ{were ſuch a mercie as 
God (hewes, firſt, vverſall mercie, ro mens ſoules; 
bodies, eſtates, and (that which the world ts little 
acquainted with ) ſpecially rowards Rulers, mercie 
to mens Names. 

Secondly, Everlaſting mercie, the righteous (ſaith 
David) 1s ever giving, lending exc. Alaſſe Mercie 
breakes now as faitas trading, faire houſes be ſhut 
in, mercy 1s runne the Countric, and is like to 
periſh, for it will hardly live withouta houſe;where 
a poore houle is kept, there is ſomething for mcr- 
Cicto fcede and worke vpon, ſome raggs, ſome 
ſcraps, ſome fewell, ſome thing ; but when (Mi- 
das-like) all wee touch is:gold, our bread gold, 
our fewell gold, altturncd intothe penny, I meane 
ſo, that we cannot giuc, till wee have paſt through 


three or foure Lockes, and ſcene and felt our almes, 


then 


| Gods Mercie. 
then certainely wee ſhall part with it moſt vnwil- 
lingly. The houſe-keeper(it he want not an heart( 
hath opportunities more then any, for the excrci- 
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{ing of mercy ; benoryce wearie of this well do- 


ing, the World ( I know) is 1mportunate in Com- 
pariſons, and impudent in preſſures vpon the free 
hearted, but doe you yourdurics, and feare nor 
Swine thar are well neyther full nor faſting. * - 


Now as Houſc-keepers, {o ethers in their places 


muſt be ever mercifull; all everrecciue mercy, Let 
all ever ſhew; all hae opportunities, let all appre- 
hend them; the poore ( ſayth our bleſſed Saviour ) 
are ever with you, if ever,now. Mercy needes not ride 
abroadto ſecke worke in theſe dayes, ftep bur into 


thy Neighbours houſe, and thou ſhair finde-po- - 


vertic in the Chimncy, in the Cupboard , leaneiſe 
ſicting on the Checkes, and cleaving ro the ribbs 
of old and yong. O bur wee haue nor. for them ? 
Why wheres the want ? your houſes be as trim ,as 
ever, your Children as fine, your Tables as full, 
your waſtfulneſſe as much as ever, and can you be 
ever neat, nay ever prodigall, and not ever mer- 


cifnll? Whats become of Religion now? Is all tar- 


ned into words, as once in Saint lames his time ? 
Time was when Chriflians would (ell their plate 
Chalices, their Roabes and Tewels , their Lands 
and poſlcfhons to relieve the Churches neceflity, 
and ſhall not we parte with ſuperfluities? tell mee 
(you thatreade Saint 79h») how you fatisfie his 
queſtion , and your owne Conſciences ? if any 
Man hath theſe worlds goods, and ſces his Bro- 
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ther want &c. how dwels the loue of God in him? 
Will you ſay, wee haue not this Worldes goods ? 
|, Then diflemble not, now yee ſtand in a eroſle 
[0% : poynt to good Ararwnah, hee ſpent like a SubieR, 
x ': BE z. 538-24 23 -auc like aKing; you build tayre, goe like Prin- 
| 4 | ces, and will you giue like Bankrupts ? Nay your 
Tavernes, your Feaftes, and Playecs, will riſe vp a- 
Y gainſt you; you hauc meanes to fcait the Rich, 
q and doe not you remember Chriſts Cavear, Aer- 
cie before kindneſſe? You haue a pinte of wine for 
any Friend, and not a penny for Chriſt? you can 
#h finde a Teſter for ſome game, ſome ſhewe, ſome 
"F$ | ſtage Play, and what,nothing for Mercy ? Or will 
#"vF yon ſay wee {ce no.neede? Why, what elſe can you 
\ 4 fee? Men want ftocke, want bread , want worke, 
4 want money, and when thatis deare, nothing is 
"$i cheape, and is not heere neede? but there is no 
| extremitie ? Woe 1s mee, there be many art her ſtay, 
"4 1. Rec.17.52. I hayealitrle meale and oyle in a Cruyce, I will 
| bake, eate, die, they are now (inking, ſinking, if 
you come not quickly to their ſuccour, they are 
loſt, is not this an extremitie ? But where bee 
meanes? finde you hearts, I will yet finde meanes. 
bo Firſt, the Backe may lend you (omething, your 
goldcn fingers might cloath ſome, and bee never 
rhe Colder, your greatRuffes might feede others, 
= i and be never the vnhandſomcr, the Groues and 
I Pe habit : mul : Grownds vpon your backes ( as Tertallian ſpeakes) 
i - -_—— might lodg© others, and yer {itt never the worſe 
£9 vpon your owne and childrens backs. 
Secondly, the Belly might ſpare you —_— 
| wi 


Gods Mercte. 
with advantage to your health, and firength, one 
meale ſaved in a weckec, one diſhat a meale , one 
cup of wine, one pipe of Tobacco in a day would 
come to ſomething in the yeare. Iquaketothinke 


what Chriftians wee be, ſome ſurfer, ſome ſtarue, 


all ar once; rather then we will not pine the poore, 
wee will cramme and choake our iclues. 
Thirdly, our Houſes might lend vs ſomething, 
for howſoever ( with them of old ) wee feede, as 
if wee would die preſently, yer weebuild as if we 
would liuc for ever: It is a world to ſec how cu- 
rious wee be in ſuting every Roome, whileſt the 
members of Chriſt goc not like one Fathers chil 
dren, nay it is not neceſſary they ſhould bee all 
in a Sute, onely if Chrift may be heard, hee thar 
hathtwo coates, ſhould giue one tothe naked. 
Fourthly, borrow of our Enemie Sinne, and here if 
you will not hold, I know not what to ſay, bur 


4 


chat, the Heathen ſayth, hee i a bad Phiſitian that x, 


deſpayres of his cure; wee haue money for braules, 
for bribes, for the feeding of pride, revenge, am- 
bition, luſt, and (hall we fecde foes, & ftarve friends? 
kr me ſpeake it once forall, had we as much reale 
to mercy, asto ſinne, tomen, as tobirds and mon- 
kies, to Chriſtians and Preachers,as to Claw-backs, 
Tefters, Fidlers, Fooles, we would finde meancs to 


relicue themz meanes for the preſent, but how 


fhall our owne doc hereafter? Why, is not mercy 
as ſure a graine as vanitic? Is God liketo breake? 
ſayth not he, Hee that gines to the poore, lends to the 
Lord, aud he will pay lim ? I hauc nothing to ſpare-; 
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thou haft ſor thy friends, for Gods Enemies, Pride, 

.Vanity, if none for Chriſt;. recciue . thy.'doome, 
"MY Hee that flops has eare at the crit of the Poort EXC. Indpe 
James 2.13. * Ment without mercie, t0 him that ſhewed no mercy, de- 
part from mee yee eurſed , you had meare, drinke, 
Y .cloauh, houte-roome, for {iatull--men ,: horſes, 
FA; cvggs, carts, none for mee; But the. poore bee 
| as fin: as my (cite? I pray thee, be ſayd with reaſon ; 
it others be nor fitto- receiuc, rhou art not tyed ro 
piue; If rhou bee fit to give, and they torecciue, 
At = op dijpute. nv longer, rather hearethe Apoſtte,' Pur 
p vert 5. @# the bowels of mercy, and to that ende rake his 

| directions, firſt {lay vamortificd luſts, next ftee 

1s thy thogghts 7 the Mercies of God, and they will 
| _— 5; '9*gje& thine, as the dye-fart doth the cloath ,: thar 

done,. be rich in faith and good workes:; firſt, in 

the /nwarce ates of mercy, pittie the afflited, 

blecde with them, mourne wich them, thirſk their 

good, caſt their good. Secondly, 1n ontward achs 

of mercy, goe to them, {itt with them, pray for 
| ) rhem, lend them, ſpeake forthem, giue them, for-. 
1 gtue them, and ifall thy abilitte amount bur to 
þ |  p1:1.r0, One cupp ofcold water it ſhall bee accepted rewar- 
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ded. Ra | YT 
| 4 'Laftly, God is ever . »xercifull, let vs then leaue " 
> \ the laboring Church in his everlaſting armes as 
eb Deut. 33, 27. Moſes ſpeakes, Lets recommend our I{rac}! to him, 
| i whoſe mercy hath prevented and will preſerve vs, 
} I; if wee conſtantly flie vnto him, and: let every' one 
Y thar.is capable of mercy, bezwe Fatherleſ/z, that 
Hoſ.14,; Hark obtaincd mercy, being Penitent,and mM | 
: —_ ay 
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ſtay himſelfe here: The Mercy of God endureth for 
ever, my ſtrength may faile, my cftate may, my 
friends may, my outward comforts , my-inward 
tcelings may, bur the Mercies of God never 
fayle, all miſcries haye an ende, Gods 
Mercie ( which is my Mercie) is 
cndleſſe, is boundleſle: Ir 
endures for ever. 
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